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The visible and the hidden: racism, whiteness and epistemic oppression in the Canadian academy 

Nathan Andrews1, Aka/ya Kandiah, Annie Duchesne, Joseph Shea, Sadia Diriye, Maria Chadid Hernandez, U/afi Tafitekin 
1 McMaster University 

Scholars have highlighted that Canadian higher education encompasses issues such as racism, which have impacts such as the 
underrepresentation of BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and Persons of Colour) scholars and the 'leaky pipeline'. While often 
considered to be objective and value-free, science itself is also situated in social and political contexts. What, then, are the 
impacts of racism, whiteness, and epistemic oppression on how science is " done" in the Canadian academic context? Using a 
triangulation of approaches, such as syllabi analyses, interviews, and event ethnography (of discipline-specific annual conferences), 
this transdisciplinary study contributes to an understanding of the intersections of racism, whiteness, epistemic oppression, and 
their connection with the institutional inertia to diversity and meaningful transformation. The findings underpin the colonial roots 
of the sciences and the marginalization of BIPOC scholars, which manifests in faculty experiences of systemic barriers, the 'leaky 
pipeline', and disproportionate division of labour among other outcomes. This study emphasizes not only the importance of 
trans/cross-disciplinary work to better understand the nuanced impacts of racism, whiteness and epistemic oppression on BIPOC 
scholars in different fields but also highlights that these impacts can occur in both visible and hidden ways. 

Lay Abstract While often considered to be value-free or objective, science is 'done' in social and political contexts. What, then, 
are the impacts of racism, whiteness, and epistemic oppression on how science is " done" in the Canadian academic context? 
Using multiple approaches, such as the analysis of university-level course syllabi, interviews, and an ethnographic study of the 
annual conferences of three specific academic disciplines, we present findings that expose the colonial roots of the sciences and 
the marginalization of BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and Persons of Colour) scholars which manifests in faculty experiences of 
systemic barriers, the 'leaky pipeline', and disproportionate division of labour among other outcomes. The study also emphasizes 
the relevance of trans/cross-disciplinary collaboration as a way to examine the multiple expressions and impacts of racism, 
whiteness, and epistemic oppression across the broader academic context in Canada. 
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Assessments in Anatomy: Exploring Faculty Perspectives, Challenges, and Solutions Through a Focused Group 

Discussion 

Terkuma Chia1 , lzuchukwu Okafor, Michael I. Oraebosi, Oluwatosin Oyeniran, Victoria Chukwu 
1 Institute of Health Sciences Education, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Introduction: Assessments constitute a major responsibility of faculty. In anatomy, various assessment methods impact both 
students and faculty. This qualitative study aimed to understand the perspectives of anatomy faculty regarding assessments. The 
primary objective is to explore faculty viewpoints on assessment methods, the challenges they face, and potential solutions to 
these challenges. 
Methods: This qualitative study was conducted using focused group discussions to gather perspectives from anatomy faculty. 
Two focused group discussions were conducted, each involved eight participants with varying years of teaching experience from 
both public and private institutions. The discussions, held over Zoom each for 90 minutes, were audio-recorded and transcribed 
verbatim. Thematic analysis was performed to identify emerging themes related to assessment practices and challenges. 
Results: The analysis revealed that assessment in education is crucial for evaluating student performance and providing faculty 
feedback. Significant challenges include resource constraints, fairness in exams {both practical and viva formats), and managing 
large class sizes. Maintaining fairness requires adherence to marking schemes and standardized criteria. The varying rigor of 
assessment methods between medical and non-medical programs necessitates tailored approaches across disciplines. Additionally, 
improved resources such as internet access, ICT integration, cadavers, facilities, and staffing were emphasized. These efforts put 
together can strengthen assessment practices and uphold educational standards. 
Significance: Understanding anatomy faculty experiences and challenges in assessments is vital for improving educational 
practices. This study offers insights to enhance assessment methods and support faculty and students. It fosters collaboration 
among faculty to find solutions, inform policy changes, support professional development, and allocate resources to improve the 
quality of anatomy education. 

Lay Abstract Assessments are a major responsibility for anatomy faculty, impacting both students and teachers. This study aimed 
to understand faculty perspectives on assessment methods, challenges, and potential solutions. Using focused group discussions, 
two sessions were held over Zoom, each lasting 90 minutes with eight participants from public and private institutions. The 
sessions were recorded, transcribed, and analyzed to identify key themes. The analysis showed that assessments are crucial for 
evaluating student performance and providing faculty feedback. Major challenges include limited resources, fairness in exams 
(practical and viva), and managing large class sizes. Ensuring fairness requires strict marking schemes and standardized criteria. 
Differences in assessment methods between medical and non-medical programs need tailored approaches. Improved resources like 
better internet, ICT tools, cadavers, facilities, and staffing were highlighted as necessary. Understanding faculty experiences and 
challenges in assessments is essential for improving educational practices and informing better resource allocation. 
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The Enduring Struggle of Endometriosis: Art as Advocacy 

Ezinne Ekediegwu1 

1 McGill University
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Artwork Description 

Central Figure: Adorned in traditional 

Nigerian attire, representing the societal 

challenges faced by individuals grappling with 

endometriosis in Nigeria. 

Symbolism 

Crimson Garments: Symbolize the profound 

suffering endured due to the disease 

Hands on Abdomen: Highlights the locus of 

her anguish 

Seeds Scattered into the Wind: Represent 

her tireless efforts to raise awareness and 

enlightenment regarding her condition 

Wind as Metaphor: Represents societal 

currents of ignorance and indifference that 

hinder her efforts 
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The Enduring Struggle of Endometriosis: Art as Advocacy 

Ezinne Ekediegwu1 

1 McGill University

Introduction: 

This evocative artwork narrates the profound struggle of a patient suffering from endometriosis, whose life is marked by persistent 

pain and weakness. The artist poignantly conveys the individual's unwavering commitment to raising awareness and fostering 

understanding of this debilitating disease within her societal context. 

Statistics and Reality: 

Prevalence: One in ten women is afflicted by endometriosis, yet awareness remains alarmingly scarce 

Nigeria:Limited access to specialized medical practitioners with no more than two Endometriosis specialists 

Global Context:Lack of definitive knowledge and cure casts a shadow over countless lives worldwide 

Challenges in Medical Practice 

Dismissal of Symptoms:Medical practitioners often dismiss patients' symptoms as imaginary 

Ineffective Treatment:Patients are prescribed ineffective treatments, leading to delayed diagnoses 

Ridicule and Mockery:Sufferers face ridicule, exacerbating their plight and leading to preventable tragedies 

Hope and Advocacy: 

Amidst the darkness, a beacon of hope emerges through the protagonist's resolute advocacy and unwavering determination. Her 

indomitable spirit serves as a rallying cry, urging society to confront its ignorance and apathy. Through her courageous crusade, 

she endeavours to sow the seeds of awareness and understanding, nurturing a brighter future for future generations. 

Conclusions: 

Amidst the darkness, a beacon of hope emerges through the protagonist's resolute advocacy and unwavering determination. Her 

indomitable spirit serves as a rallying cry, urging society to confront its ignorance and apathy. Through her courageous crusade, 

she endeavours to sow the seeds of awareness and understanding, nurturing a brighter future for future generations. 
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Two Bugs / One Stone: Breaking Barriers to Biology for Underserved Students Through Interactive Invertebrate 
Behaviour Experiences 

Luciana Baruffaldi, Susheen Mahmood, Laini Taylor and Maydianne C.B. Andrade University of Toronto Scarborough, 
Scarborough, ON, Canada 

Introduction: Although STEM education is an important part of school curricula the quality of STEM programming in schools is variable, and 
more than 50% of Canadian students drop science in senior high school. We worked to use outreach methodologies to enrich the grade nine 
curriculum, while building relationships between students and diverse STEM role models. Methods & Results. Researchers, graduate, and 
undergraduate students from the Andrade lab at the University of Toronto Scarborough (UTSC) acted as scientist-mentors and worked with 
STEM teachers from West Hill Collegiate (WHC, low socio-economic status public high school in Scarborough, ON) to co-develop an in-class 
science enrichment program that was integrated into and supported the curriculum of grade 9 STEM classes. Scientist-mentors facilitated 
discussions and activities focusing on 4 overarching themes: 1) the importance of diverse perspectives from different cultures and 
backgrounds in science, 2) the importance of studying animal behaviour, 3) the process of designing a novel experiment, collecting, and 
interpreting real data, and 4) the different careers paths in STEM. WHC students conducted several research experiments in labs at UTSC, and 
scientist-mentors visited the WHC school repeatedly over the course of a semester. The initiative culminated in students presenting their 
research findings to their community at WHC’s annual ‘STEM Day’. Significance. By providing students from under-represented and under-
served communities with an opportunity to actively participate in science, we hope to increase the enrollment and retention of marginalized 
youth in STEM. The next phase of this initiative will involve expansion to more schools, more formal assessment of student responses. 
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